The dust-jacket aptly sums up this study by Sir Peter Bowler, Professor of History and Philosophy of Science at the Queen's University of Belfast, is a well-known member of the Darwin Industry, and one of the most prolific historians of science at work today. For a good many years, he has been examining aspects of the history of evolutionary biology in the post-Darwin period, and he is now one of the leading authorities on the subject for the later years of the nineteenth century and the first half of the twentieth century. This is the period covered by his latest book (his eleventh, and most substantial to date), Life's splendid drama-a phrase borrowed from one of the volume's more important figures, William Diller Matthew.
In his Eclipse ofDarwinism (1983) , Bowler drew attention to the proliferation and prevalence, indeed domination of nonDarwinian ideas about evolution in the late nineteenth century-after the so-called "Darwinian Revolution". The world was full of ideas about orthogenesis, neo-Lamarckism, and so forth. Bowler's earlier study of such topics is developed further here, but in such a way as to encompass a much wider field. He contends (p. 15) that in the late nineteenth century there were researches in evolutionary morphology, palaeontology, and biogeography (to which one might add embryology and taxonomy), which together "interacted to create a network of ... debates about the course of life's evolution on earth". But hitherto, Bowler argues, this has not been quite the way the matter has been seen by historians. With a tendency to view the past through the lens of present concerns, they have commonly focused attention on the debates about selection, the arrival of Mendelism, and the eventual establishment of the synthetic theory of evolution. Thus in Bowler's view the true character of late nineteenth/early twentieth-century evolutionary biology has been somewhat distorted. Even if it be granted that selection theory was not accepted for a considerable time, there was, nevertheless, a profound shift in biological understanding brought about by transmutationist ideas. The effort to tell the story of the history of life on earth served in itself as a major research programme.
So Bowler attempts the mammoth task of depicting this complex history. He points to the difficulties that evolutionary biologists themselves constantly faced-specifically the problems involved in recognizing the
